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MODERNE MASTERPIECE

anwrirsd from page 152

by about 15 years,” notes Smith, ¥ Those
glaimoraus New York penthouses didn'
exist yer. Gibbons and his maovies created
the mste for "

Smith’s delscare mission was to mfuse
the residence with Iost husary while ag che
same time not parodving the past. The
desigmer subtly introduced hush matenials
hike :nqﬂuir ||1:i:li:~|| with salk em I:['l:: .'H:iri'!-
arl Chinese silk on the walls, also com-
missioning paintings in mother-of-pear
andl silver beaf vo rekindle the houses orig-
inal glittering aura. Designer and client
scoured suctions, purchasing key pleces
by Panl Frankl, Donald Diéskey and others
and Draam ghass from the "3k, *t necded
furmatuire thae had the same voice a5 thie
Tamre,™ Somith I:l:|1l;lill'.'|-

Befrmme its angins, the hise coanes
with rivenng backstones, “Legend has it
thar there was a mrapdoor from the master
bedroom eloset that bed o the closer in
the downstaies bedroom,” Roth says. " The
story poes that Gibbons dept downstairs,
Dl Bio slept upstairs, and that he would
climb the ladder.™ (The two divorced m
1941, andd el Rio fumously went on 1o
hawe an alfair with Oreson Welles, LRI
nthers, Marlene Dhetmch called her “the
st beauniful woman in Hollyweod.™)

Having nurtored the carcers of Julia
Roberts, Bruce Willis and other stars,
Roth is o bit of a legend himself, Fis af-
findty for the piece of Haollywood history
in which he ressdes runs deep, © Every once
in a while I'll be watching a movie, like Ta

“I love the lighting, the
angles, the spareness of the
house—the hlgh drama.”

Live and Die in LA, and T'H look closely
anal thank, Wit a minute, thatk my hoose,”
b sy, “T'rm it B beeliever in ghosts,”
he adids. “But you can definitely be rans-
ported back.”

At might, Both enjovs soaking in the
outdeor spa and gazing ar the residence,
lusuriating in Liibbons’s cinemate eye,
“What vou see is the rectangular out-
Tine of the hanese offeet Ilrl' |n|||.1 trees andl
lir by the moon,”™ Roth savs, “You don't
have wo be & genius oo fgure ot that
it's a nice shiow. Irs kind of fike [ving in
a movie” O
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TORTUGA BAY

ATROPICAL QOUTLOOK

M:mﬂ]ﬁmmf Lol
vard, *Frank and Ted were selling twa
thimgs,” savs Jake Kheel, ®natural resources
and huaman resources—fricndly Diomin-
pean smiles.”

“Jake makes sure we practice what we
preach,” savs Ted Kheel, and de o Renta

has designed fomimire—even patio and |

beach lounge chairs—thar not only can
be manufictured in the Dominican He-
public but can also be made from local
wirils and Fabeics, Beds are constructed
of wicker, for example, and chairs of sca
grass. “The materials are very simple and

“We wanted a small jewel
of a hotel. We wanred
something that would be
comfortable, that people
would come back w.”

fredh ™ says te lo Benta, Ohn the walls he
has placed paetures of tropical flowers and
phants, Av Tormoga Bay, naoure 15 inssde as
well @s our.

The designer has a howse nearlw, fur-
nshed with the same Hill'lll‘l." :]l:g'.l.m,:nc. arl
when he i mresidence, he keeps a close
watch on Tormoga Bay. " The pace i slower
here, so [ wanted to give each villa the
feel of a privace home,” he says. Adds
Vincenzo Calcerana, the hatels much-
traveled, multlingual manager, “He in-
volved in the day-to-day, and he notices
evervthing. He doesn’ like anything
moved. “You moved thar banguere,” he |
| will say: Or, “Why isn't a picture there:'™

It soon is.

Today 747s stretch in a long row at
the Punta Cana airpor, one of the basi-
est in the Canbbean, and admirers con-
H'ml;ul:.'h; Ted Kheel on his remarkable
vision. “1 didn't have any vision,” he re-
sponds. “IF somebesly had predicted our
suceess, [ would have said, "You're dream-
ing. It would be wonderful, but its noc
going to happen.’ ™ Peter Minwit prob-
ably would have said the same thing

| about Manhatzan, O

Tortuga Bay

PuntaCana Resort & Chib
B5-555- 1063

A, PRI RN COATY

vourttured from page 237

1']||::|.- travel r:'EuL-ari}' to Indomesn 1o have

Furnishings made by local crafrapenple,

The hinses proortions posed
no dilemma for the designers. “People ger

| a lirte afraid of those kands of gestures, but
| to Cassandra’s credit, when she was shop-
ping, she knew she was going 1o want big
things,” savs Durkin. Among them was
| slab oof antique iromwood that now serves
i as o tabletop i the Inving room, He bal-
[ anced it with o Chinese elmwood calinet
| and low 1ahles he and Elich had made of
reclaimied reak. Savs Elich, *Not only is
it beautiful wood, there's a spirituality
around something with a history"

They also dedgned beds based on Ba-
linese pavilion posts and beams, ®In the
| master hedeoom, we floated the bed in the
| middle of the oo™ Duarkin sanys. = The
| ceiling elements there are quite robuast,

s anvthing less rolnst undernesth just

wonbdn't feel up o the archivecture,”

All the spaces are connected through
materials and palerte, Recalls Dhurkam,
“C.agsanddra had fognd o very heauniul,
very old Kahmantan mat done m bBlack and

“The hallmark of our
projects is the use of natural
materials,” says Shay Zak.

golden-color straw, and she asked,*Can we
| s this?" And | sand, "Why don't we take
the designs and hlow them up onm the
carpers?” The rooms have a very subale
| Edullltl'.l'.il. dr.-.tipl running through them.
| They're done in zilk and wool, so they're
very mmﬁ:mhh. on the feet.”

Andd rather than parchase batiks in In-
donesia, the designers opred for comon
fabirics custom-printed in India, “We used
|.‘h¢.m Fromm Foom o Foomn, Superimpos-
'"E thess |1E|1I lutl]-:-.mlr fabrics on |30 g
intensely colored u[ﬂuﬂﬂtn fahrics,”
DPhurkin noces.

Cassamudra Haren and her hushand have
plenty of reasons to retum o their Ha-
waiian home: Three years ago she bought
30 aeres of coffee plants and started che
Brazen Hazen coffec company.

“As soon a5 | come into the house, the
combination of hearing the ocean and the
hireere throargh the trees ot o mstant]y
intn a fen mode,” she ziys, “Beng here 15
like meditason—ins very peaceful.” O
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